Britain Between The Wars

Each week in a ten weeks course we analyse a different theme exploring social, cultural,
economic and political changes between the wars and impact on people’s lives. Extensive
research has been carried out to describe vividly what life was like in all sectors of society.

My aim is to bring history alive and make linkages between what may seem disparate events.
The three 3Ms of media, motoring and music illustrate profound changes, influenced by two
diverse American industries: steel and entertainment — and advertising. They transformed
British society, attitudes and social norms, against the backdrop of the depression years and
rise of Communism and Fascism, especially Nazism.

The format is mainly presentational with plenty of discussion and opportunity to bring your
own vignettes to provide even greater insight.

1. A Fragile Peace

2. Angst And Impending Catastrophe
3. Liberation & Licentious Behaviour
4. Enjoying Comforts Of Home

5. Class And Discrimination

6. Masters In Someone Else’s Home
7. Palaces Of Entertainment

8. Spirit of Adventure

9. A Journey Through England

10. The Rise Of Fascism

Each section is available as a pdf, accessible via my website http://ideascafe.co.uk. The entire
course content is produced as an A4 booklet.
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Contents

1. A Fragile Peace

Lest we forget

The legacy of Versailles
Voting equality at last
Forming an Irish free state

2. Angst And Impending Catastrophe

A rollercoaster off its bearings
Harbingers of doom

Decay of capitalist civilization
The economic value of humanity
Psychoanalysing British malaise

3. Liberation, Licentiousness & The Law

Jobs for the boys

The pursuit of equality

Sex & sexuality

Marriage and infidelity

Steps towards divorce reform

4. Enjoying Comforts Of Home

A home of our own
Nourishment for a nation
Books for the fireside
Listening to the wireless

5. Class And Discrimination

Unpicking the social divide
Discrimination and bias in education
Demise of the country house

6. Masters In Someone Else’s Home

Resistance and retribution
Summer capital of the British Raj
Deteriorating relations

The legacy of colonialism

An economic backwater

The false dawn

A living museum

7. Palaces Of Entertainment

Escapism coupled with fantasy
A night with the stars
Let’s face the music and dance
New kids on the block

8. Spirit Of Adventure

A race to set records
Motoring for the family
Where the spirit takes you
Let’s go to Russia

A journey to Prague

9. A Journey Through England

A miscellany of conversations

From Bristol to the Cotswolds
Birmingham, Leicester & Nottingham
Coming back home

A Lancashire hotpot

Out into the sunlight




= Interpreting historical events

= Connecting the strands

= The contagion effect

= Simmering anger & resentment
= Life in 1930s Germany

= The drumbeats get louder

10. The Rise Of Fascism
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