
Vignettes from British Social History 

Written and Presented by Stuart Sherring 

Each week we explore a different topic unpicking the social, cultural and economic 
changes that have transformed Britain.  My intention is to bring history alive in the 
context of the times and explore the effects on all strands of society.   

We start in the Victorian period.  Contemporary analysis is included, enabling us to 
make comparisons and track the linkages and legacies of events and decisions.  As 
the saying goes, we are where we are – thanks to history, or in spite of.   

1 Adult Education – Gasping for Life a Century Later 

2 The Growth and Decline of Cottonopolis 

3 Towards an Immigration Policy 
4 Manifestations of Class in 19th & 20th Century Britain 

5 The Partition of India – A Simmering Volcano 

6 How Transport Revolutionised Work and Leisure 

7 Why Housing Policy Changed After World War 1 

8 The Beveridge Report – From Cradle to Grave 

The format is part presentational, allowing us time to assess any deeper aspects and 
to contribute own questions and archival history.      

Each topic is about the same length to mesh with the ‘session plan.’ Prime references 
are shown at the end of each topic.  
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